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Egyptian possessions in Asia. The foreign predilec-
tions had made the Egyptian king so hopeful to the
people that they were even prepared to dethrone him.
The dethronement, however, could not be effected
although one of the nobles called Amasis managed to
get control over the actual government of the country.
The Pharaoh attacked him but was himself defeated
and slain and Amasis assumed the royal power. There
is evidence to show that Nebuchadnezzar entered
Egypt and pushed as far South as the First Cataract.
While Egypt had been endeavouring to assume the
rosy colur of youth and put on false pretences of reju-
venation. Babylonia and Persia, and a little earlier
Assyria, were exulting in the glory of real youth.
After Assyria Chaldaea with her capital at Babylon,
and, last of all, Persia made a bid for power in the
western world and the glory of the Medes and Persians
seemed to have come to stay. This was a new power,
the Aryan, appeared on earth which was now
successfully combating for hegemony everywhere. In
India the Aryans had long closed the urban civilization
of Indus Valley and had erected their own rural
structure on its debris. In Greece too centuries ago
the Dorian Aryans had crushed the Cretan culture and
established their own city-states. Last of all came
the Medes who established themselves in the high-
lands of Iran and from there swooped down the plains
of Mesopotamia. This was the Aryan power now
rising to measure swords with the Simitic andHametic
rulers in the western world. The sun of the Simitic
and Hametic power had set and the dawn of the Iranian
Aryans was breaking in the east.
When Kurush conquered Babylonia, Amasis the
Pharaoh neveif disputed his claim for he knew too well
that Egypt could not possibly resist the nascent Persia.
Even otherwise Egypt had become inert. When Kam-
bxijiya prepared to put through the Achaernenid plan
of conquering Egypt, the latter lay fascinated in a